
 

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church               April 2016 

                                      

          1. Go to stpaulsmonroe.com. 
          2. Click on the calendar tab.      
 

 
 

      3. Then click to launch the calendar. 

  Look for your committee meeting, the latest youth activity, or to see if we have one 
service on Sunday.  Check it out and get plugged in to all St. Paul’s has planned.  

  
 
 
 

 

 
 

    

 
facebook.com/StPaulsMonroe     

twitter.com/stpaulsmonroe 

FIND US ONLINE 
stpaulsmonroe.com 

Have you ever wanted to learn how to operate the visual projection system 
in the Traditional Sanctuary?  Perhaps you have longed to learn how to audio 
record worship services, funerals or weddings?  Has your committee ever 
wanted to make a presentation utilizing the screen but wasn’t sure how to 
create one?  Well, now is your chance to learn.  JoAnne is going to be teaching 
2 classes on these subjects for all who are interested in learning.  Call the 
church office (322-4454) or email JoAnne (joanne@stpaulsmonroe.com) by 
April 15th to sign up for one or both classes which will be scheduled to accom-

modate the participants.  Each class will last 45 minutes to 1 hour. 
   Class 1: How to project images/videos in our traditional sanctuary, operate the screen and the recording equipment. 

   Class 2: How to create visual presentations for use in the traditional sanctuary. 

 Have you ever wanted to learn more about baptism and what 
it means?  Are you interested in having your child/children baptized, 
or if you haven’t been, in being baptized yourself? 
 During the past few months, many of our 6th graders have 
been learning about our understanding of the Christian faith as United 
Methodists through our confirmation class.  As they prepare for con-
firmation, those who have not already been baptized are also prepar-
ing for their baptisms on April 24th.  Additionally, some of the parents 
of our Confirmands are requesting to be baptized along with their chil-

dren.  This presents a fantastic reminder that any one of faith can be baptized at any age.   
 If you have never been baptized and have questions, please consider this your invitation to contact Tim or 
JoAnne to engage in a conversation about baptism and its meaning.   

  
 
 
 

 

mailto:joanne@stpaulsmonroe.com
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/285


St. Paul's United Methodist Church received over 7000 Flood Buckets of cleaning supplies which were dispersed all 
over our area. Many of these buckets came from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and other areas of the country.   Our 
Youth helped pull up flooring in many homes, assisted with clean up, and did a lot of heavy lifting for those af-
fected by the flood.  Volunteers watched children so teachers at Lexington could go to work and our volunteers 
could go out into the community to assist those in need.  Donations of food for lunches to feed the volunteers 
were handed out.  St. Paul’s even served as a distribution point for meals prepared for those impacted by flood 



 

 

Peace, my friends…Tim 

Dear Friends, 
Easter and spring break seems to always have gone together in my schooling his-

tory.  I remember leaving my college in Abilene for a week away from west Texas. When 
I had left, the campus was dirt brown still from winter, wind was kicking up the dust, 
and tumble weeds had become entombed in the fences surrounding the football field.  
Returning a week later, everyone could tell that spring had sprung!  Rain obviously had 
cleaned the sidewalks and buildings, the dust had settled and grass was growing, and 
even the tumbleweeds had been sprung free from their tombs!   

As I write these lines I glance outside my office windows at the beautiful azaleas, 
the Japanese tulip buds, the fresh green grass, and the trees greening in the distance.  
Easter has come, spring has sprung, and everything around me seems to have been res-
urrected to new life! 

On Easter Sunday we concluded our church wide study of Adam Hamilton’s book John: the Gospel of 

Light and Life which led us out of the darkness of our human condition into the light of the resurrection ex-

perience.  As we continue basking in the light of Christ this month, let’s continue to look for signs of the resur-

rection all around us and be reminded of renewed hope that God has for His human creation!   



Circle of Friends Circle  - We will meet on the following dates this Spring at 5:00pm in the church 
Parlor (April 10, and May 15.)  Won’t you join us?  

Joy Circle - will meet on April 12 at 6:00pm in the church Parlor.  The program will be presented by Meredith 
Brooks. She will talk to us about the ULM Wesley Foundation and how St. Paul's supports this organization.  A 
light meal will be served.  All ladies are invited to attend this special night.   

Harmony Circle - will meet on Thursday, April 21 at 6:30pm in the church Parlor for a light meal  and a lesson. 
This group is open to any lady who wishes to join.  

Mary Henry Circle - Join us Tuesday, April 26 at 9:30am in the church Parlor for a lesson led by Pat Hoover.  

 

Thank you Mary Henry Circle!  At its March meeting, the Mary Henry UMW circle voted to make a 
donation to St. Paul’s UMC for flood relief. The circle voted to donate its accumulated love offerings 
in honor of Pat Hoover who has faithfully led the circle in its studies for several years.  They also as-
sembled Easter themed care bags which were distributed to St. Paul’s homebound members. 

 The Annual United Methodist Women’s fundraiser, the Chicken Salad Lunch, 
is Tuesday, May 3, 2016 from 11:30 to 1:00 pm in the fellowship and New Song areas. 
Tickets are only $8.00, so invite your friends and come enjoy a fabulous lunch at our 
“Garden Party Celebration!” Men welcome.   
 Proceeds from the luncheon go to support local missions.  Won’t you help us 
with this wonderful mission of our church?  You do not have to be a member of 

UMW to help – and it takes a lot of helping hands.  It’s a lot of fun and a great way to do something for so many 
others in just a few hours.  Help if you can, but if not, come on your lunch hour and enjoy a delicious meal and won-
derful fellowship!  There will be LOTS of door prizes and a silent auction! 

 "Be filled with the Spirit in the following ways: speak to each other with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; 
sing and make music to the Lord in your hearts..." -Ephesians 5:18b-19 
 Thank you so much to all of our singers, musicians, readers and other behind the scenes volunteers that 
made our wonderfully musical Palm Sunday possible!  We were really blessed by both the celebratory nature of 
"Resurrection Alleluias" presented by our choir and orchestra led by John Petzet and accompanied by Jay Pettit, 
and the more reflective nature of "Remembering Christ's Passion" presented by our New Song Praise Band led by 

Jordan Sheppard and readers led by JoAnne Pounds.  Music is such a won-
derful way to experience the power of the Christ event! 



 

The UMM, represented by Brent Chappell, Bill  
Funderburk, Bob and Lynda Burns, and Jake Metzger 
fed many people; with seconds, they served  
135 meals at the DeSiard Street Shelter in March! 

All men are invited to join the 

Methodist Men  
for our monthly meeting at  
Jade Garden for only $5 on  

Thursday, April 7 at 11:45am.  

The men plan to serve again on Thursday, April 21.  
If you would like to help serve, call Bill Funderburk at 322—6245. 

 

 

 On a chilly February morning eight missioners loaded the St. Paul’s bus 
bound for Mexico. At 5:30 A.M., after a send off prayer by Rev. Tim Neustifter, we 
were on our way! The eight included Adam Bricker, Samantha and Christopher 
Merritt, Chuck and Margo Morgan, John Mulhern, JoAnne Pounds and team 
leader, Kathy Wells. (Many thanks to John and Adam for driving the 12 hour trek!) 
 Our mission took on several aspects: hanging ceiling fans in schools and a 

clinic, remodeling a building to be used for adult classes, teaching over 90 children art classes, treating148 pa-
tients at a free portable medical clinic complete with a pharmacy, and assisting a community center by building 
a ramp and a pantry.  The highlight of our mission was being treated to the customs of a Mexican wedding! We 
have been truly blessed in developing relationships with the people of Rio Bravo and our missionary, Willie Ber-
man, and his family! 

Join us on Wednesday evening, April 6, to learn more about this vital part of our mission ef-
forts!  We will even have tacos!  Dinner is  at 5:15 and worship is at 6:00 PM.  

To help us keep things in perspective after the recent flooding here and around 
Louisiana, this image was taken from social media.  Over night, this church and 
the surrounding village in the Philippines flooded.  When the rain slowed and the 
sun came out, the pews began to fill...with people.  As time for the service began 
there was standing room only and people were lined up outside ready to wor-
ship.  Standing in knee deep waters these Christians worshipped God and praised 
Him for the many blessings they had received.  The preservation of life for loved 
ones and friends, a community that comes together in times of crisis, and a 
church that is always there, present, and open to all who need shelter.  A church 

is more, after all, than a building.  So is a home, more than a house and treasures more than things.  



Teachers 

needed!   

Please  

contact  

Jill Mouk 

in the 

church  

office. 

 

 
 
Coming this  

Summer... 

St. Paul’s UMC’s   Vacation  Bible     School 

$10 per child (Scholarships Available) 8
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     ~ Leadership Team ~                                      

Confirmation Day with the Bishop “Rooted in Christ” is this year’s 

theme for Confirmation Day with the Bishop 2016, which will be held Saturday, April 2 from 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m. at The Wesley Center. Confirmands from the Louisiana Annual Conference will join Bishop Harvey, 
clergy, youth workers and volunteers to listen to their individual call to serve, to nurture their faith and to 
strengthen their relationship with Christ. Classes will be led on the topics of Confirma-
tion, History, Sacraments and Mission. Focus topics will include the foundation of our beliefs, living out our 
faith and what it means to be a part of a connection.  

Join us on Sunday, April 10 at the 
8:30 or 11:00 Traditional Worship Services 

Join Us for St. Paul’s  
Music Makers Children’s Choir 
Sing for Jesus: “Spring Sing” 

Wednesday, April 20 at 6:00 
New Song Sanctuary 

We are excited to offer Bible school for children in our church and in our community this summer.  St. Paul’s is 
one of the few churches left who offers Bible school during the day, but we need lots of help!  
We need teachers, youth crew leaders, and adult volunteers.  Please contact Jill Mouk if you would like to volun-
teer at jill@stpaulsmonroe.com or text at 318-381-0609.   

http://monroedistrictumc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d2c7587717f59c7ccd369118&id=0d40187822&e=93ba4dbb94
mailto:jill@stpaulsmonroe.com


“Growing Kids God’s Way” 
St. Paul’s will offer this special  

parenting class beginning in April. 
(We will poll the participants for the time and day that works best for the group.) 

Child care will be provided but you need to let us know if you need it!   
Pizza will be provided for children who stay.     

Julie Cunningham will facilitate this 6 week course. 
Call Jill Mouk in the church office (322.4454) or  

text (318.381.0609) for more information.  

Growing Kids God’s Way 
Registration Form (Turn this form in to Jill Mouk in the church office.) 

 
Name(s)_____________________________________________________  
 
Phone __________________ 
Will you need child care?  Please circle:  Yes  /  No   
 
If yes, please give the names and ages of your children: 
              NAME        AGE 
___________________________________      _____________ 
___________________________________      _____________ 
___________________________________      _____________ 
We are excited to have your join this class!  If you have and questions or comments, please 
list them below. 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Hey Kids!  Thanks for 
your help to make our 
Flower Cross the best 
yet!  Great job! It 
looked amazing Easter 

Sunday.  The children 
(Pre-K – 4

th
 grade) 

decorated the cross 
during Sunday 
school.  This has 
been a tradition at 
our church for many 
years!  Ms. Jill taught 
a lesson to all those 
gathered to help. 



THE 2016 FLOOD 
 March 2016 will be stamped in many of our minds for many years.  Not being from here, I have frequently 
heard it compared to the 1991 flood here in Monroe.  Often it takes something drastic to get our attention and this 
rain event did just that.  This storm has presented so many opportunities for Christians from near and far to shine 
and show love for their neighbors! 
 Most of you know I am new to St. Paul's and the Youth Director position.  I thank God that He placed me 
where I am to help others.  Typing this on Good Friday, following a Maundy Thursday service and this time of 
Easter, I witnessed our members, friends, community washing the feet of our neighbors, just as Jesus did to his dis-
ciples at the Last Supper.  I imagine God looking down and glowing as our community displays love and kindness 
for our neighbors: washing their feet. 
 I would like to share things I witnessed during the last few weeks, hope not to leave anyone out, but just to 

reflect on the images that have been saved in my memory.  St. Paul's Men's Retreat was scheduled to leave on 

their retreat on March 10; by March 9 it had become clear that this was not the time for the retreat.  Our group 

text began ringing, those who had boats began helping people get out of River Oaks, the cook team decided to 

cook for evacuees that were at Saul Adler, we had people receiving goods at Saul Adler and passing out to evacu-

ees.  It was nice to see the different centers communicate about things they needed or had too much of, then 

would ship extras to different sites.  The love that was displayed definitely helped lift the spirits of those present. 

 I received a text from Bryce Hanson, "Can we put a team of Youth together to go help clean houses?"  The 

next day we had 15 youth who set out and began cleaning houses.  We started 

out with people we knew, and quickly turned into helping anybody in need.  Lisa 

Keyes mentioned bringing youth back to Saul Adler to play games with children 

staying in that evacuation site, and several youth went back and set up games to 

play with the children there.  This provided a lot of laughter and time for par-

ents to have a little break.  The next opportunity occured after church on Sun-

day.  There were 19 youth and more houses were cleaned.  We ended up park-

ing in front of a previous co-workers house.  He had just walked up.  We offered our help and in an hour, we had 

removed all his carpet and wood floors.  I witnessed many people helping each other in this area.   

 Monday March 14, Jill Mouk offered to watch kids at the church to allow parents to deal with their situa-

tions.  For me, something happened that day; Vance Nicholson decided he was not needed with the children and 

said he would join us to clean houses.  He knew Minnie Miller Eleam, that she had flooded, and needed help.  So 

our team left for a neighborhood by Wossman High School and found her.  The team removed all the carpet and 

wood floors and the spirit of Minnie was amazing.  Not only did she continually Praise the Lord while we were 

there, when complete she said come on, let's go find others that need help.  The team ended up cleaning out 10 

houses that day.  This neighborhood had very little external help and praises to God continued.  Along the path we 

ran into a team from Neville passing out food and drinks.  Before we knew it, Coach McCarty, Coach Campbell, and 

several Counselors were in the houses with us ripping wet carpet out.  I cannot help to think what the odds are 

that we all came together at that moment in time, in that neighborhood.   

 Through the days, we were able to help a Methodist church and 

also a Presbyterian church that one of our youth attends.  We also filled 

a few hundred sandbags and help distribute them.  It was amazing how 

people worked together filling sand bags, some people did not need any, 

but were there filling bags for anyone, and not there for 30 minutes, but 

for hours and hours. 



 Monday evening our church received an 18 wheeler load of Flood 
Buckets from UMCOR. Pastor Tim sent a message to the retreat team, and I 
guess there were 20 people that showed up at 9:30pm to help!  By this point 
the kids were back in school and many back to work, so we shifted our efforts 
into distributing these buckets, 7000+ in total.  We knew a neighborhood that 
could use them, so a team headed back to see Minnie and pass out buckets in 
that neighborhood.  It was amazing what one day made; when we arrived, the 
city had picked up much of the debris and the people who were down the pre-
vious day were different.  The love that they received was truly appreciated 
and many made comments of how much it meant that help came to them and 
returned to pass out cleaning supplies.  Their hearts were full and continued 

praises for God.  Bishop Cynthia Fierro 
Harvey came into town and met Minnie 
Miller Eleam, along with the youth and 
Tim; we circled and had a wonderful prayer.  We also found ourselves work-
ing with teams from First West and North Monroe Baptist.  The mission di-
rector at North Monroe Baptist shared that they had sent a team to Okla-
homa a few years back, following tornados and that church has sent a team 
to Monroe for the flood.  Really nice to see people from other states lending 
a hand.  We also worked with the Correctional Facility in Bastrop, which 
took many cleaning buckets to help get out to people in Bastrop. 
 So many helped along the way, but I have to share that Brett Brad-
dock, Allen Ritter, and Dr. Scott McClelland each were around a lot and 
hauled many buckets to surrounding areas.  These men were so selfless and 
eager to help and were so very appreciated. 
 Another group that truly amazed me, Stacey Goff and the Neville 

Boot Camp team. Texts were flying from this group like crazy!  I doubt they 

know the number of houses they cleaned, but it was many.  These guys 

spent money buying equipment, renting equipment, spending time before work, after work, days off, etc.  Hats 

off to this group of Christians that I'm sure would prefer not to be recognized, but I was truly amazed and pleased 

that many men of our church worked together to help those that needed help! 

 This is just from my perspective, I know so many did many great things during this time.  In summary, I 

would like to reflect on the reach of these efforts.  The youth 

received a card from Marion, LA from a person thanking us 

for helping her niece in a time of need, plus a $50 check.  

How our church communicated with other churches in coor-

dinating efforts to share cleaning buckets and health kits.  

How when I was in different areas I saw people I knew out 

helping others.  How proud I was of our community and how 

God pulled us ALL together! 

 The image of 

the Last Supper keeps coming to mind...  As Pastor Tim has said, "We 

have been Blessed with a Flood!" 

 

Thanks to ALL for your continued Efforts, Love, and Kindness, 

Steven Stewart 
Youth Director, St. Paul's UMC 



Join us for another... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Sr. High Retreat is for students in 9th –12th 
grade and is designed to provide a spiritual experi-
ence with God as well as a connectional encounter 
with youth from the Monroe District. We will begin 
at 8:30 pm on Friday evening and end our time to-
gether on Saturday at 4:00 pm.  
To guarantee you get a t-shirt, your registration must be turned 
in to Winnsboro FUMC by April 3. 

THE SECOND MOUNTAIN T.O.P. 

PAYMENT of $100 IS DUE BY FRI-

DAY, APRIL 1! (and depending on when 

The Epistle arrived in the mail...and you 

opened it and read this...you could be late!) 

 

  
   

 

YOUTH-LED SERVICES ARE AWE INSPIRING! 
 



 

 UMYF  NEWS                  
YOUTH EVENTS  

Apr. 1    APRIL FOOL’S DAY 
                2nd Mtn. T.O.P. payment due 
Apr. 3    9:45 Sunday School 
    10:45 Worship 
    5:00 UMYF 
    7:00 Youth Council 
Apr. 5    6:50 a.m. Breakfast Club 
Apr. 6    5:15 Supper at church 
    6:00 Mexico Mission Service 
Apr. 9    SIX FLAGS TRIP 
Apr. 10    9:45 Sunday School 
    10:45 Worship 
    5:00 UMYF 
Apr. 12    6:50 a.m. Breakfast Club 
Apr. 13    5:15 Supper at church 
    6:00 Youth-Led Service 
Apr. 14    5:30 FOOD BANK 
Apr. 15     Dist. Senior High Retreat 
Apr. 16     Dist. Senior High Retreat      
Apr. 17    9:45 Sunday School 
    10:45 Worship 
    5:00 UMYF 
Apr. 19    6:50 Breakfast Club 
Apr. 20   5:15 Supper at church 
    6:00 Music Maker Service 
Apr. 24   9:45 Sunday School 
    10:45 Worship 
    5:00 UMYF 
Apr. 26   6:50 a.m. Breakfast Club 
Apr. 27   5:15 Supper at church 
    6:00 Baccalaureate Service 
         

APRIL 
 

The St. Paul’s Youth volunteer at the 
Food Bank of NELA every month.  This 
month, we will be there on Thursday, 

April 14. Meet at the youth room at 

5:30 to ride together.  Don’t forget we 
will have dinner at Pecandland mall 
food court so bring money.   

 Our last Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club has been great this year!  We only 
have a few more to go.  Our last Breakfast Club meet-
ing for this school year will be on Tuesday, April 26.  
Won’t you join us for a short devotionals and yummy 

breakfast until then?  Plus it’s a great time for you to just hang 
out with your friends before school ends for the summer!   

To:  81010 
Message:  

@stpaulsum 
 

St. Paul's UMC Youth 

Follow the youth on facebook and get updates on remind 101! 

Join us for 

St. Paul’s  
Baccalaureate Service 

Honoring our 2016  
Graduating Seniors 
Wednesday, April 27  

at 6:00pm in the  
Traditional Sanctuary 

JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH  
JOIN US FOR A DAY TRIP TO SIX FLAGS! 

COST:  $75 / PERSON 
 

DEADLINE FOR GUARANTEED SEAT:   
FRIDAY APRIL 29 - 4PM 

DATE:  SATURDAY, May 7 
MEET:  5:00AM 
RETURN:  MIDNIGHT - 1AM 

(FEE INCLUDES:  TRAVEL, TICKETS, 
AND FOOD ON RETURN - BRING 

MONEY FOR FOOD/GAMES IN PARK) 

*GUARANTEE = PERMISSION FORM & MONEY TO STEVEN* 

 



St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
1901 Lexington Ave. 
Monroe, LA                      71201 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Dansby’s 
Taylor Rental 

2102 Forsythe Avenue 
(318)323-0600 

taylorrentalmonroela.com 

facebook.com/StPaulsMonroe     FIND US ONLINE stpaulsmonroe.com and 

Paulen Luttgeharm Ins Agcy Inc 
Paulen Luttgeharm, Agent 
2116 Forsythe Avenue 
Monroe, LA 71201 
Bus: 318-388-2450 
 
State Farm, Bloomington, IL 
1211999 

Our sponsors: 

 

 


